BSGM

British Society for Genetic Medicine Position Statement
It’s time to stop using ‘Caucasian’ in clinical practice, research and publications

Who we are

The British Society for Genetic Medicine (BSGM) is an independent body which provides a forum for
professionals involved in genetics and genomics as a clinical service and in research. We support the
promotion and advancement of genetic and genomic science in clinical and research practice for the
public benefit.

Why we have written this

BSGM has always taken an active role in considering social, ethical and legal issues. We are
committed to working with and for patients and families living with genetic/genomic conditions and
to reducing health inequalities and inequities.

Genomics frequently captures and uses human population data in clinical practice, research and
publications. Descriptions of ethnicity (which here refers to common ancestry, geographical origins,
and cultural traits linked to genetic variation) or genetic ancestry (which here refers to statistical
inference about shared genetic history) may be useful in specific circumstances. However, the terms
used to describe people, populations and data categories should be accurate, specific and not
harmful.

‘Caucasian’ is often used in place of ‘White’ when describing/classifying ethnicity. This use is
outdated and discredited. We are concerned about the negative and discriminatory consequences of
its historical and ongoing misuse. A lack of awareness around this term has led to its continued use in
this way despite being based on faulty (and often racist) assumptions/beliefs.

Our position
‘Race’ is a fluid social, historical and political construct with no biological or genetic basis

e the term ‘Caucasian’ should be abandoned as a proxy to describe White or European
populations

e the historic origins of this use of ‘Caucasian’ are associated with the belief that race has
biological significance, and that ‘Caucasian’ populations are superior

e the term ‘Caucasian’ is imprecise and misleading in many contexts. It can include
populations, such as Middle Eastern and North African groups, who may not identify as
White and who are often not intended to be included when the term is used.
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